son 
2S 
~aee 


AO LQ 


Be Newsletter 


of the Canadian Waterfront Resource Centre 


ISSN 0840-9846 


Work Plan Announced for Final Year 


MI 


TMM 


3 1761 11973461 4 


The Royal Commission’s work plan for 
1991 is designed to complete remaining 
areas of study and to facilitate the imple- 
mentation of recommendations made in 
Watershed, the Commission’s second in- 
terim report. The projects put Watershed’s 
principles into practice through applying 
the ecosystem approach and developing 
waterfront partnership agreements. 


The Central Area Waterfront Study inte- 
grates land-use, transportation, and envi- 
ronmental objectives of the City of Toron- 
to, the Municipality of Metropolitan 
Toronto, and the Province of Ontario. A 
Steering Committee has been struck and 
the following studies are now underway: 
the Central Waterfront Transportation 
Corridor Study is considering ways to 
improve public transit, roadway, pedes- 
trian, and bicycle transportation, includ- 
ing relocating the elevated portion of the 
Gardiner Expressway; the Garrison Com- 
mon Project will develop an integrated 
master plan, focussed on the environ- 
ment, land use, facilities, transportation, 
and capital investment requirements, for 
Exhibition Place, Ontario Place, Fort York, 
HMCS York, and neighbouring public 
lands. 


Work is continuing towards the imple- 
mentation of the Waterfront Trail from 
Burlington to Newcastle. The Office of 
the Special Advisor to the Premier on Wa- 
terfront Development is preparing plans 
for a proposed route through the munici- 
palities to the east and west of Metropoli- 
tan Toronto. From Etobicoke to Scarbor- 
ough, the Municipality of Metropolitan 
Toronto will work with the three water- | 
front cities and the Metropolitan Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority to 
seek public input and propose route op- 


tions. Citizens for a Lakeshore Trail, an 
interim Waterfront Trail association, is 
hosting a symposium at Ontario Place on 
April 20. Call (416) 535-8118 for informa- 
tion. 


Together with Transport Canada, the 
Treasury Board, and the City of Toronto, 
the Royal Commission is studying the 
East Bayfront / Port Industrial Imple- 
mentation. The study is expected to be 
completed in six to eight weeks. 


The Shoreline Regeneration Work 
Group is studying policies, procedures, 
and projects intended to protect historic 
values and restore the ecological health, 
accessibility, and continuity of the shore- 
line. Shoreline regeneration may involve 
protection, restoration, and enhancement 
of wildlife habitats, as well as construc- 
tion near the water’s edge. The geo- 
graphic focus of the Shoreline Regenera- 
tion work group is the Lake Ontario 
shoreline from Burlington to Newcastle. 
The report will be published in May, per- 
haps allowing for public hearings in June. 
Reports will be available at the Royal 
Commission office or call (416) 973-7185. 


A report on Integrating Environmental 
Considerations into Land-Use Planning 
is the task of a Work Group that is expect- 
ed to complete its work in May, with pub- 
lication of a book in June as a basis for 
possible public consultation. 


The Province of Ontario is beginning to 
negotiate Waterfront Partnership Agree- 
ments with local municipalities to assist 
in implementing Watershed recommenda- 
tions. Progress has already been made 
with the City of Mississauga and the 
Town of Whitby. 


(continued on page 2) 


The Royal Commission continues to work to facili- 
tate the Rehabilitation of the Don Watershed. In 
March, the Commission invited representatives of 
many government agencies with interests in the 
watershed to a meeting so that the Task Force to 
Bring Back the Don could present its ideas, includ- 
ing restoration of some wetlands. Discussions are 
underway with the City of Toronto regarding the 
possibility of a special planning initiative for the 
Lower Don. Other discussions focus on establish- 
ing partnerships to co-ordinate the regeneration of 
the entire Don Watershed. 


The Province of Ontario has already announced its 
intention to create the Waterfront Regeneration 
Land Trust and is working with the Royal Commis- 
sion to implement this important recommendation. 


The Greater Toronto Bioregion Study aims at de- 
veloping a scientific basis for the ecosystem ap- 
proach for the Greater Toronto Region, by consider- 
ing what scientific information is needed, what ex- 
ists now, and what will be required in the future. 
The collection, analysis, and integration of existing 
information could make a significant contribution 
to the RAP process. The project is being planned as 
a joint federal, provincial, and Royal Commission 
study. 


The Cumulative Effects Study is almost conclud- 
ed, and the results will be published as a working 
paper. The study looks at identifying concepts and 
definitions of cumulative environmental effects 
(CEE), including stressors, types of CEE, and 
means of monitoring CEE on an ongoing basis, and 
includes a framework for integrating CEE in plan- 
ning processes. 


A Study of the State of the Regional Economy is 
underway. On the evening of May 16, there will be 
an open public meeting. Speakers will include: 
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Professor Meric Gertler, University of Toronto; 
Jeanne Strain, Economic Development and Indus- 
trial Corporation of Boston; and Gary Herrigel, 
University of Chicago. The discussion will empha- 
sise the practical ramifications of economic devel- 
opment on a regional basis. Phone Irene Rota at 
(416) 973-7185 for more information. 


The Metro Toronto Winter Waterfront Study 
working group will schedule meetings with com- 
munity and residents’ groups in May, to discuss 
ways of improving winter use of the waterfront. 
The study is co-sponsored by the Board of Trade of 
Metropolitan Toronto, the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto, the Cities of Etobicoke, 
Toronto, and Scarborough, and the Royal Commis- 
sion. The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Con- 
servation Authority also plays a major role in the 
study. For more information, contact Debbie 
Williams at (416) 973-7185. 


In the third week of April, the Royal Commission 
will be publishing Pathways: Towards an Ecosys- 
tem Approach (Royal Commission report no. 11), 
the synthesis report on Phases I and II of an Envi- 
ronmental Audit of Toronto’s East Bayfront and 
Port Industrial Area. Four levels of government, as 
well as industry, labour, independent environmen- 
talists, and citizens collaborated to examine ecosys- 
tem health in the East Bayfront/Port Industrial 
Area. The Pathways project recommends ways 

to implement some Watershed principles on this 
part of the waterfront. Pick up your copy of 

the report at the Royal Commission office or call 
(416) 973-7185. 


Both the Federal and Provincial governments have 
extended the Royal Commission’s mandate to 
allow for completion of these projects. The final re- 
port is due in December 1991. 
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